it has been observed by other researchers, "both threats and opportunities can mobilize activism" (p.8) when the total amount of events organized by civil movements is considered. Such a paradoxical finding provides very limited explanatory value because it supplies same argument for all kinds of relationship between government's activities targeting civil society and citizen response. In order to untangle this puzzling situation, Chang seeks to analyze Korea's case in more nuanced way, looking both at quantitative and qualitative characteristics of democracy movement. However, theory is not actively mixed into empirical chapter of the book. At the end, only a small portion of the text is dedicated to advancing theoretical framework that could help to understand civil society development in repressive conditions, and the primary goal of the book is to provide rich and detailed story of the democracy movement in the 1970s. This could be considered as one of very few shortcomings of the book.
One of the strongest sides of the book is its data sources. The author relies extensively on information sources that are inaccessible without good Korean language skills. For example, archive collections and specialized sourcebooks. In addition, Chang conducted a number of in-depth interviews with social activists who participated in democracy movement in the 1970s. These include intellectuals, journalists, human rights lawyers and progressive Christians. Considering that nearly 50 years have passed since the events analyzed in the book, interviews conducted by Chant preserve information that can disappear in very near future.
Chang's book stands strong in the line of small but growing group of works dedicated to South Korea's democracy movement. It is a valuable source of information for all interested in Korea's modern history or, in more general terms, civil society's ability to adapt to and deal with government's oppression. Although the book does not contribute to a breakthrough of theoretical explanation of state-society relations, it provides a valuable rich story that will certainly help other scholars to use data accumulated by Chang in further research.
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